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MEN IN MODERN SCRIPTURE 


Luke Johnson 


Ala conference of the Church at Amherst, Ohio, 
in 1832, a group of elders were called by revelation to 
serve missionaries. Among them was Luke John- 
son. 


as 


The charge given the elders is recorded in the 
Doctrine and Covenants, Section 75: 

“Behold, I say unto you that it is my will that 
you should go forth and not tarry, neither be idle but 
labor with your might- 

“Lifting up your voices as with the sound of a 
trump, proclaiming the truth according to the revela- 
tions and commandments which I have given you.’ 

The Lord then makes the following promise to 
those who are obedient: 

“And thus, if ye are faithful ye shall be laden 
with many sheaves, and crowned with honor, and 
glory, and immortality and eternal life.” 


A successful missionary, Luke Johnson bacams a 
member of the first high council of the Church, 
organized Feb. 17, 1834, at Kirtland. His name ap- 
pears twice in the minutes of the organizational meet- 
ing of this group. 

Luke Johnson was a member of Zion's Camp, 
traveling from Kirtland to Missouri and back. To 
1835, he was ordained a member of the Council of the 
Twelve, and on several occasions, protected the 
Prophet Josph Smith from his enemies. 


In 1837, Luke Johnson fell out of harmony with 
the leadership of the Church and was disfellowshipped. 
In 1838, he was excommunicated for peste For 
the next several years, he taught school, studied med- 
icine, and labored as a doc tor, 


Remaining friendly to the brethren, however, 
Luke Johnson was rebaptized at Nauvoo. He came 
west with the Saints in 1847 as a member of the first 
on sid company of 143 persons who traveled under 

3righam Young’s leadership. 

Eleven years later, in 1858, settling in St. John, 
Tooele County, Luke Johnson was named first bishop 
of that ward. He died three years later in full fellow- 
ship and faith at the age of 54. 
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